del Hoyo et al. (1992) flavicollis is found in China and Southeast Asia, and has been shown to migrate. Subspecies australis, on the other, inhabits Australia, and is not believed to migrate widely. Considering this distribution and migratory behavior, the captured bird is thought to most likely belong to subspecies flavicollis. The natural environment in which the bird was captured, consisting of dense shrub with stream and ponds nearby, was similar to that described as favorable to this subspecies. On the other hand, on the day of the capture a high wind had been blowing, and there is thus a strong possibility that the bird may have been blown in from the nearby Izu Islands.
